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that a smaller number of votes demanded the banish-
ment of an indefinite number of citizens, and in this case
the ceremony went for nothing. If more than 6,000 votes
were given against any man, he received warning to quit
Athens within ten days ; but he departed without civil
disgrace and without losing any property. Thus without
bloodshed or strife the state was freed from the presence
of a man who might be tempted to upset the laws of his
country; and this relief was obtained by a mode which
left no room for the indulgence of personal ill-will. The
evil thus met belonged strictly to a growing community
in which constitutional morality had not yet taken firm
root. The remedy therefore was necessarily provisional,
and it fell into disuse just when the government of Athens
was most thoroughly democratic.

It was this constitution with its free-spoken Ekklesia
or council of the people, its permanent senate, and its new
military organisation, which Isadoras resolved,   Opposition
if it were possible, to overthrow.   With true   of isagoras
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oligarchical instinct he saw that, unless he triumph of
could check the impulse given by freedom of Kteisthenes.
speech and by admitting to public offices all but the
poorest class of citizens, the result must be the growth of
a popular sentiment which would make the revival of
Eupatrid ascendency a mere dream. The Alkmaionids
had lain for more than a century under a curse pro-
nounced on them for their share in the death of Kylon or
his adherents after their seizure of the Akropolis. Of the
religious terrors inspired by this curse Isagoras, aided by
his friend the Spartan King Kleomenes, so successfully
availed himself that Kleisthenes with many others was
constrained to leave Athens. Entering the city after his
departure, Kleomenes drove out, as lying under the
curse, 700 families whose names had been furnished to
him by Isagoras. Here his success ended. The Council
of Five Hundred refused to dissolve themselves at his